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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NEWHOUSE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 10, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAN 
NEWHOUSE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
the primary responsibility of Congress 
is to keep our Nation safe. However, we 
are 133 days into the 2015 fiscal year, 
and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity is without a budget. 

The Department is trying to fulfill 
its mission under the uncertainty of a 
continuing resolution that is set to ex-
pire in 18 days. Last week, the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security submitted 
its fiscal year 2016 budget, but unlike 
every department and agency, DHS was 
at the disadvantage of not having a 
current funding level for its essential 
security functions. 

There is the mistaken impression 
that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity is doing just fine under the con-
tinuing resolution. Some feel that, if 
DHS funding expires, no problem exists 
since approximately 85 percent of DHS 
personnel are deemed essential and are 
required to work. While it is true that 
frontline agents and officers, like those 
at the CBP, ICE, the Coast Guard, and 
the Secret Service, would continue 
working, they would do so without 
being paid. Is this fair to expect these 
dedicated Americans to put their lives 
on the line without pay and the ability 
to care for their families? I think not, 
and I believe the American people 
would agree on the unfairness of this 
proposal. 

A greater concern is that the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security has 
warned us that not having an appro-
priation for 2015 is threatening our na-
tional security. Without a full year’s 
budget, the Department is limited in 
its ability to advance the Secretary’s 
unity of effort initiative to improve 
interagency coordination, making it 
more effective in achieving its security 
missions. It limits the Secretary’s abil-
ity to implement aggressively his 
Southern Border and Approaches Cam-
paign, and it creates uncertainty re-
garding ICE’s ability to transfer unac-
companied children to HHS for humane 
treatment and its capacity to detain 
and deport dangerous criminals. 

Operating under the lower alloca-
tions and uncertainty of a continuing 
resolution also has the potential of de-
laying and, ultimately, increasing the 
cost of needed procurements, including 
the acquisition of the Coast Guard’s 
eighth National Security Cutter and 
badly needed security upgrades at the 

White House complex to prevent fence 
jumper intrusions. 

The refusal of the Republican leader-
ship to bring a clean Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill for a vote 
delays the hiring of Secret Service per-
sonnel and the issuing of terrorism pre-
paredness and response grants for 
State and local governments. This 
jeopardizes our first responders and 
other public safety personnel from 
being fully prepared when responding 
to a terrorist attack or to a natural 
disaster. 

While I do not question the 
prioritization of my colleagues in pro-
tecting our country, I do worry that 
some fail to appreciate fully the nega-
tive impact of inappropriately using 
the 2015 DHS appropriations bill as le-
verage to reverse the President’s exec-
utive actions on immigration policy. If 
my Republican colleagues believe the 
President has overreached, then the 
Constitution provides them a path of 
action through the authorizing com-
mittees rather than through an appro-
priations bill. 

Mr. Speaker, when we are increas-
ingly faced with the possibility of ter-
rorist threats, I urge the Republican 
leadership to let this House vote on the 
clean, bipartisan, bicameral 2015 Home-
land Security appropriations bill, 
which was negotiated in good faith last 
November. This bill will pass the House 
and the Senate, and it will be signed by 
the President, enabling our Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to con-
tinue to protect our country from 
harm. To do otherwise is a failure in 
our most basic responsibility as Mem-
bers of Congress. 

f 

DECLASSIFY 28 PAGES OF JOINT 
INQUIRY REPORT OF 9/11 ATTACKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 
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Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, in the last 

couple of weeks, the effort to declassify 
the 28 pages of the Joint Inquiry Re-
port into the 9/11 attacks has received 
a lot of media attention, mainly be-
cause of Zacarias Moussaoui’s recent 
comments exposing the financial link 
between the Saudi royal family and al 
Qaeda. 

In 2002, the Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence, chaired by Senator Bob 
Graham, and the House Committee on 
Intelligence, chaired by Congressman 
Porter Goss, released the Joint Inquiry 
report into the 9/11 attacks. In a polit-
ical move, the Bush administration 
then classified 28 pages of the report 
even though the contents of those 28 
pages posed no national security risk 
to the United States. Rather, the con-
tents of those 28 pages are probably 
embarrassing for the Bush administra-
tion. Senator Graham has repeatedly 
called for the 28 pages to be declas-
sified as a result. 

I have read the 28 pages and cannot 
divulge what is in them, but I can say 
that the contents deal with relation-
ships. Senator Graham has openly said 
that the 28 pages deal with the Bush 
administration’s relationships with the 
Saudis. My colleagues Congressman 
STEPHEN LYNCH from Massachusetts 
and Congressman THOMAS MASSIE from 
Kentucky, who have also read the 28 
pages, have joined me in introducing H. 
Res. 14, to urge the President to keep 
his word to the 9/11 families and declas-
sify the 28 pages, which he could do 
with a stroke of a pen. 

The movement to declassify the 28 
pages is picking up momentum. Just 
last week, former Speaker of the House 
of Representatives Newt Gingrich 
tweeted his support for declassifying 
the 28 pages to 1.5 million of his fol-
lowers. All of the principal players in 
producing the reports on the 9/11 at-
tacks have called for the declassifica-
tion of the 28 pages—Senator Bob Gra-
ham, Senator RICHARD SHELBY, Con-
gressman Porter Goss, Congressman 
Tom Kean, and Congressman Lee Ham-
ilton. I urge my colleagues to submit 
to the House Intelligence Committee a 
request to read the 28 pages and to join 
me, Congressman LYNCH, and Congress-
man MASSIE in supporting H. Res. 14 as 
a cosponsor. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time that the 28 
pages are declassified. The 9/11 families 
have a right to this information in the 
28 pages, and the American people de-
serve to know the truth about what 
caused the 9/11 attacks. For more infor-
mation on this effort to declassify the 
28 pages, visit 28pages.org. 

May God continue to bless America, 
and may God continue to bless our men 
and women in uniform. 

f 

SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to highlight two important new reports 

released today by the Food Research 
and Action Center, or FRAC, on the 
School Breakfast Program. FRAC’s re-
ports—the School Breakfast Scorecard, 
and School Breakfast: Making it Work 
in Large School Districts—show that 
we have made progress in expanding 
access to school breakfast but that 
work remains to be done. 

During the 2013–2014 school year, 11.2 
million students received a healthy 
school breakfast on the average school-
day. That is an average of 320,000 more 
students per day who received school 
breakfasts than the year before. The 
reports show that more students than 
ever are participating in the School 
Breakfast Program and are receiving 
healthy breakfasts on schooldays. We 
have made real progress in making 
sure that students who are eligible re-
ceive breakfast. The School Breakfast 
Program, along with the National 
School Lunch Program, are critically 
important antihunger programs that 
ensure that our most vulnerable chil-
dren don’t go hungry. 

Mr. Speaker, there is truth to the old 
adage that breakfast is the most im-
portant meal of the day. Research 
shows that students who eat healthy 
breakfasts have improved test scores, 
miss fewer days of school, and make 
fewer trips to the nurse’s office; but for 
many students, they begin their 
schooldays on an empty stomach, with 
the last meal eaten having been yester-
day’s school lunch. Monday mornings 
are especially difficult for students 
from families who are struggling to put 
food on their tables at home. They may 
have gone the entire weekend without 
eating a full or a balanced meal. Re-
cent data from the Census Bureau show 
that one in five children received 
SNAP, or food stamp benefits, last 
year. Too many of our children don’t 
know where their next meals will come 
from, making the meals they count on 
in school all the more important. 

Our economy is still recovering from 
the Great Recession, and economic 
gains are uneven, especially among 
low-income families. Too many fami-
lies are still operating with tight fam-
ily budgets and are struggling to pay 
the bills and to put enough nutritious 
food on the table. I am sure that all of 
us can relate to the hectic morning 
rush to get kids and parents out the 
door on time in the mornings, espe-
cially when both parents are working 
to try to make ends meet. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the best at-
tributes of the School Breakfast Pro-
gram is the flexibility the schools have 
to design programs that work for their 
own students and their own schools. 
The FRAC reports highlight a number 
of ways that school districts have suc-
cessfully made the School Breakfast 
Program work for them: 

Some schools have breakfast in the 
classroom, where the students can eat 
healthy breakfasts at their desks while 
getting ready for the day. School dis-
tricts with a high proportion of low-in-
come students can qualify for a com-

munity eligibility provision, by which 
all students in the school can receive 
free breakfasts and lunches. Still other 
schools serve a traditional breakfast in 
the cafeteria at the start of the day. 

Regardless of the model used, the 
School Breakfast Program ensures that 
students, especially low-income stu-
dents, are ready to learn and aren’t dis-
tracted by hunger. 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
of 2010 provided many important up-
dates to the School Breakfast Pro-
gram, including improving nutrition 
standards. Last year was the first year 
that the new nutrition standards were 
in place. Despite some of the buzz 
about students not liking the new 
meals, more students are participating 
in the School Breakfast Program than 
ever before. Not only are more students 
eating breakfast, but they are eating a 
healthier breakfast. 

Mr. Speaker, investing in our chil-
dren by making sure they don’t go hun-
gry and by providing them with a 
world-class education is the best down-
payment we can make for our future 
economic success. As this Congress be-
gins the process of reauthorizing the 
school nutrition programs, we must 
continue to build upon the gains and 
participation and improvements in nu-
trition standards that we have made in 
the School Breakfast Program. It 
would be foolish to roll back nutrition 
standards just because special interests 
or some students don’t like them. 

Today’s FRAC reports show that we 
are doing a better job in making sure 
that kids start their day with a 
healthy breakfast but that there is 
more work to be done. For every 100 
kids who receive free school lunches, 
only 53 receive school breakfasts. We 
must do more to expand the School 
Breakfast Program and increase par-
ticipation so that all students who 
qualify for free and reduced priced 
lunches have the opportunity to re-
ceive healthy school breakfasts. 

b 1215 
Mr. Speaker, we can and should do 

more to end hunger now, and expand-
ing and strengthening the School 
Breakfast Program is an important 
step in that direction. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERLE 
EDWARDS BARHAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. Abraham) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Erle 
Edwards Barham, a man who dedicated 
his life to public service in northeast 
Louisiana. 

Edwards tragically passed away in 
October. His memory will carry on 
with his family and friends, and the ag-
ricultural community will honor him 
in March as the newest inductee to the 
Louisiana Agriculture Hall of Distinc-
tion. If you look at his life’s work, it is 
easy to see why. 
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